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make a good retreat The French had lost all their courage in the onset, for though they had too fair an opportunity, they did not think fit to pursue it, or at least did it very languidly However, the malcontents at home, I remember, grew veiy well pleased aftei this, for so long as they had but a battle foi then money, like true Englishmen, lost or won, they weie contented
Seveial causes, I remember, were assigned for this miscarriage, as they called it some there were who were willing to lay it upon the Dutch, and allege a saying of one of their geneials who, receiving ordeis to relieve some English and Scotch that weie overpowered, was heard to say, Damn Jem. since they love fighting let 'em have their bellies full But I should lathei impute the disappointment to the great loss of so many of om biavest officers at the very first onset General Mackay, Colonel Lamer, the Earl of Angus, with both his ficld-ofliccis, Sii Robeit Douglas, Colonel Hodges, and many otheis falling, it was enough to put a veiy consideiable aimy into confusion I icmember one particular action of Sir Robei t Douglas, that I should think myself to blame should I omit seeing lug colouis on the other side the hedge, in the hands of the enemy, he leaped over, slew the officer that bad them, and then threw them over the hedge to his company, icdeemmg his colouis at the expense of his life Thus the Scotch commander improved upon the Roman geneial; for the bi avo Postlmmms cast his standard in the middle of the enemy foi Ins soldicis to retneve, but Douglas letiieved his fiom the middle of the enemy, without any assistance, and cast it back to his soldieis to ictain, aftei he had so bravely rescued it out of the hands of the enemy
Fioiu hence our legiment received oideis to march to Dix-muyd, \\lioic wo lay some time, employed in foitifymg that place While we weie theie, I had one morning steadfastly hxed my eyes upon some ducks, that weie swimming m a liu#e wutei be foi e me , when all on a sudden, in the midst of a pet feet calm, I obscived such a strange and strong agitation in the wateiK, that piodigiously surpii&od me I was at the #ame moment nei/ed with such a giddiness in my head, that, for a minute or two? I was scarce sensible, and had much ado to keep on my legs. I had never felt anything of an earthquake before, which, as I soon after understood from others, this was, and it left, indeed, veiy apparent marks ol